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REPORT 


OF 


SUPT. SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF CHARLESTOWN, N. H., 
For the Year ending March 1, 1871. 





2eo 


Freitow Cirizens: Your Committee respectfully submits 
the following report: 

At your annual meeting of March Sth and 9th, 1870, you 
chose by ballot Rev. John M. Merrick to serve you as Superin- 
tending School Committee for the ensuing scholastic year. In- 
tellectually and morally he was well qualified for the duties of 
his office. He was in earnest sympathy with the cause of pub- 
lic education. Having had some thirty years experience as a 
teacher and superintendent of schools in Massachusetts his ser- 
vices seemed all the more a desideratum. With courage and 
hope, though in impaired health, he began his work. He ex- 
amined and licensed the teachers of the Summer schools and 
made a few official visits. The disease from which he was suf- 
fering, continuing to increase in virulence and strength, he was 
obliged almost wholly to desist from all his labors. Though all 
along anxiously hoping soon to be better, he at last felt compell- 
ed to resign his office as Supt. School Committee, which he did 
about the middle of October. 

_ Having received appointment from the Selectmen to the of- 
fice thus made vacant, I entered the same in due form, Nov. 2d. 
Mr. Merrick hoped to aid me in making the annual report, but 
has been unable to do so, hence, I must rely chiefly upon the 
school registers for what is presented relative to the Summer 
schools. 

Disrriot No. 1.—There was no school here during the sum- 
mer. Miss Sarah A Porter, of Langdon taught a Fall term. 


18 






She also taught the Winter term. The school was small but on 
of the best. The order seemed almost perfect; the interest of 
the pupils in their studies was manifest, and at the close of the 
school the exercises indicated a good degree of progress. Jhe 
rhetorical exercises were truly praiseworthy. After the close of 
the public term, Miss Porter kept a private school which contins 
ued three weeks. 

(Report of High School District Nos. 2 and 3 is to be found 
elsewhere. ) | 

District No. 4.—Miss Almeda Copeland of Unity, taught 
the Summer term with general satissaction. Mr. Oscar H. 
Clark taught the Winter term with good degree of success. This 
was the largest school in town under your Committee’s supervi- 
sion, Mr. Clark labored faithfully in meeting and removing 
various obstacles to make the school profitable to the entire dis- 
trict. With mild but firm discipline, he succeeded in a-com- 
mendable degree in making the crooked straight, and the rough 
smooth. He would have succeeded still better had ALL his pa- 
trons co-operated heartily with him in his honest endeavors. 
The public term of not quite nine weeks was too brief for so 
large a school, and the district wisely extended the term of Mr. 
Clark’s valuable services by subscriptions for a private session 
continuing for four weeks. j 

District No. 5.—The Summer term was taught by Miss 
Helen Whipple, a native teacher of high repute, hence, of the 
school she taught; or we must form our judgement accordingly, 
Mr. James Frost taught the Winter school. His effort was. 
neither an utter failure, nor a complete success. The order of 
the school seemed good, but there wasa lack of thoroughness 
and interest in the studies pursued. With a little more energ 
on the part of the teacher, and drilling on the part of the pu- 
pils, this deficiency would have been met. 

Dist. No. 6.—Miss Alice A. Ordway of Chester, Vt. taught 
the Summer School, which was her first attempt. “Miss Mary 
M. Ager of Claremont taught the Winter school, This was also 
her first effort. On the first visit of the Committee the school 
appeared very well indeed. Good order and interest in study 
prevailed, but toward the close of the term some complaint was 
made in regard to a lack of order, which the last visit of the 
Committee found not wholly unfounded. There was too much 
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whispering allowed for the best good of the school. While some 
of the classes indicated a lack of thorough drill, others appeared 
very well, and, on the whole, the effort of Miss A. was tolerable. 

Disr. No. 7.—The Summer school was kept by Miss Louise 
H. Allen. The Winter term was taught by Mr. Lewis A. 
Frost. He brings to his aid a cultured mind as well as con- 
siderable experience in teaching. With zeal and delight he en- 
ters his work. Possessing force and skill, he explains the diff- 
cult points of science clearly and cogently. The discipline of 
his schools, taking this as a specimen, goes to neither extreme, 
it is ‘neither rigid nor lax, but justly firm and strict. It 
would be almost superfluous to add that the Winter term has 
been in a marked degree successful. When the public term of 
eleven weeks closed, it seemed the unanimous wish that the 
school should continue; accordingly Mr. F. opened a private 
school, which is now in session, made up both of his former pu- 
pils and a number from all surrounding districts. Some of the 
best scholars of our public schools are in attendance. 


Dist. No. 8.—There was here no Summer school. Miss 
Julia EK. Kennedy taught a brief Fall term. The Winter term 
was taught by her, and was also short, with but eight different 
pupils, and five of them, I believe, from other districts. Miss 
K. seemed to do her duty conscientiously and faithfully. The 
school appeared well. _ 

Dist. No. 9.—Miss Emma L. Grout of Acworth taught the 
Summer, Miss Hattie KE. Adams the Autumn, and Miss Mary 
L. Perry, of Vermont, the Winter term. Miss P. strove to be 
faithful and thorough. Her school prospered and gave general 
satisfaction to the district. It was quiet and orderly, interest 
was manifested, and the examination at the close of the school 
was, for the most part, quite satisfactory. 

Dist. No. 10.—There has been no school in this district dur- 
ing the year. 

Dist. No 11.—Miss Hattie EH. Adams taught the Summer 
chool. Miss Clara J. Graves of Walpole kept the Winter 
rm. She was faithful and successful in her work. The ex- 
ination at the close of the school showed a marked degree of 
oroughness ; it was “the best,’ according to an interested 
atron, that he had known in the district for a number of years. 
Phe rhetorical exercises were very good. Miss Graves endeared 
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herself to her pupils, who, through your Committee, made her a 
surprise present as a token of their esteem for her, and their ap- 
preciation of her labors. 

Dist. No. 12. There was no school here during the Summer 
months. The first term of the-year was taught during the Fall 
by Miss Charlotte Lewis of Claremont. The closing exercises 
evinced that the teacher understood her work and that she had 
not labored in vain. The Winter school was taught by Miss 
Clara M. Perkins of West Unity. The district was fortunate in 
securing her valuable services. The thorough manner in which 
her pupils had progressed in their studies was apparent. The aim 
of the teacher had evidently been to teach ideas, and to learn her 
pupils how tothink. Someof these are among the best in town. 
The school was highly satisfactory, and the closing rhetorical ex- 
ercises would have done credit to a high school or an academy. 

Dist. No. 13.—The school of the Summer term was taught 
by Miss Sarah A. Porter. The Winter term was earnestly, 
faithfully and successfully taught by Miss Agnes J. Graves of 
Claremont. She seemed at home in the school-room. [ler dis- 
cipline was of a mild character, almost too gentle, yet she won 
and held the esteem-of her pupils by her kind and well directed. 
efforts in their behalf. The rhetorical and review exercises at 
the close of the term were truly commendable. Singing was an: 
art which was practiced during the term and lent its genial in- 
fluence to the benefit of the school, to the happiness both of the) 
teacher and the taught. 

Dist. No. 14. Miss Ida R. Kennedy taught the Summer term. 
The winter term was taught by Miss J ulia E. Kennedy. This) 
school appeared well when your Committee visited it near its: 
beginning. On going to make his second official visit he was in- 
formed that the school closed the week before, of which he re-. 
ceived no notice from the teacher. The term was a brief one of 
only six weeks. | 

Dist. No. 15 forms a union with one of the districts of 
Claremont for school purposes, where its three pupils have at-_ 
tended. | 


[For many important facts I call your special attention to th 
tabular representation annexed to this report. ] 
For the respective appropriations of money during the yea 
to the several districts, see report of Town Treasurer. 
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A few suggestions must conclude this report. While it is my 
candid opinion that the general success and prosperity of our 
district schools for the past year haye ranked above medium, 
still, I am convinced that we CAN have and ouGHT to have bet- 
ter ones. There is, and probably always will be, ample room for 
improvement; or, as Daniel Webster expressed it to his aspir- 
ing young friend, “There is. always room up higher.” The ses- 
sion of a good school is seldom too long, while that of a poor 
one is never too short. The value of the former cannot be es- 
timated in “greenbacks,” nor with the shining metal so mighty 
in Wall street and the world over. Its influence, coextensive 
with the mind, is perennial and imperishable. And what sub- 
ject should more deeply weigh upon the hearé of the parent, the 
patriot, the philanthropist, the Christian, than the right educa- 
tion of the young? I emphasize the adjective RIGHT, since the 
mind of the child is like wax to receive, and like marble to re- 
tain the impressions made upon it. If in the physical world it is 
true : 

“The way the twig is bent the tree’s inclined,” 
It is no less so in the intellectual and the moral. What so en- 
sures the harmony of the domestic circle, the prosperity of the 
‘community, and the integrity and ability of the Republic like a 
right education of the entire man ? 

The practical question is, How can we best elevate the stand - 
ard of popular education? J answer: First let all learn and 
fee] the just importance of this subject theoretically and practi- 
cally ; and then, secondly, act accordingly. Our views should 
be broad and intelligent, and our ideal high. Facts, observa- 
tion, reflection and experience will do much for their proper at- 
tainment and formation. Now, when attained, let all do their 
duty, according to the best of their ability, and grand will be the 
results. And what are some of the items of this duty: 


1. Let parents and guardians take a greater interest in the 
studies of the children and youth. Let them visit the schools 
to hear them recite, to witness their conduct, and to criticise on- 
ly in a friendly and judicious manner the pupils and the teach- 
er, sympathizing heartily with both. 

2. Let the prudential committee inquire not how cheap 
the teacher can I get, but, who is the very best teacher I can ob- 
tain for my district. J.et him see that those whom he hires to 
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: 
do the work he engages them to perform. How can he know 
this except he visit the school to see and hear for himself? Of 
what import is the fact that only seven individual visits have 
been made by all the prudential committees of this town during” 
the year with twenty-three sessions of schools? He should see 
that the school-room is pleasant, well ventilated, and every way 
comfortable and healthy, both in Summer and Winter, and that 
it is well supplied with suitable apparatus for the best interests 
of the school. 

3. Let teachers appreciate the weight of responsibility which 
devolves upon them. Teaching is both ascience and an art, and 
progressive in both regards. Is it a great thing to be a first rate 
teacher. It is important to have good farmers and dextrous ar- 
tisans! to have sound lawyers and skillful physicians! to have 
honest merchants and sterling men to make and enforce our 
laws. How important then, the office of the teacher, who so 
largely moulds the character of the persons who compose aly 
these several classes! Among the many excellent books usefu_ 
to teachers as aids in their work, | would recommend Prof. pl 
P. Page’s “Theory and Practice of Teaching,” and Prof. H. Or-- 
cutt’s ‘Gleanings from School-Life Experience.”’ 

4. Other practical and important items, such as the unifica- 
tion of many of the smaller districts, the proper classification 
and grading of all our pupils, the uniformity of the best text 
books, and the best circumstances under which to exchange 
them, should, from time to time, be freely discussed and all true 
improvements be cheerfully adopted by the people. We live in 
a progressive age, and we should strive to be up with the times 
ever living to learn that we may learn to live. 

5. Finally, let all continually recognize the common schools— 
aud the Holy Bible as among the fundamental guaranties of our 
American freedom, purchased and defended with vast outlay of 
precious blood and treasure, and brighter, more beautiful, and 
sublimer will grow our nation’s history, while to the last gen- 
eration the principles we cherish will be inherited and enjoyed 
as a most precious boon. 

Most respectfully submitted by 
Your Obedient Servant, 
J. H. HILLMAN, 
Sup’t School Com. 
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‘| Terms. | Names of Teachers. 
5 
1/ Fall, Miss S. A. Porter, 


Winter, |Miss 8. A. Porter, 
4\Summer,|Miss A. Copeland, 
Winter, |Mr. O. H. Clark, 
5|Summer,|Miss Helen Whipple, 
Winter, |Mr. James Frost, 
6/Summer,| Miss A. A. Ordway, 
Winter, |Miss M. M. Ager, 
7\Summer,|Miss L. H. Allen, 
Winter, |Mr. L. A. Frost, 
8) Fall, Miss J. E. Kennedy, 
Winter, |Miss J. E. Kennedy, 
9/Summer,}Miss E. L. Grout, 
| |Fall, Miss H. E. Adams, 
' |Winter, |Miss M. L. Perry, 
11/Summer,|Miss H. E. Adams, 
Winter, |Miss C. J. Graves, 
12\Fall, Miss C. Lewis, 
Winter, |Miss C. M. Perkins, 
13)/Summer,|Miss 8. A. Porter, 
Winter, |Miss A. J. Graves, 
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4/Summer,|Miss I. R. Kennedy,| 8/10/10/10) 4} 5 
Miss J. E. Kennedy,| 6}10)10|10) 3] 6 
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